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From the Principal's Desk
Hello FDES Families,
 
It has been great welcoming students back to school this week. Many students shared with me their
stories of travel and Thanksgiving Dinner! I am happy everyone made it back to us safely and well
rested! We look forward to seeing you in the building over the next few weeks.
 
I am excited to share that Fort Daniel Elementary was recognized this week for being a “Reaching
Higher Green and Healthy School,” for the Clean and Beautiful program in our school district! It was
great to be among 22 other schools in the district for such an incredible recognition! A big thank you
goes to Mrs. Jana Smith and Mrs. Mary Beth Peat for their diligence!
 
As always in closing, I am continually reminded that our greatest resource in our schools and
communities is each other. Together we create a school we all love. Please feel free to reach out to us!
We look forward to continued feedback and collaboration. Help to create a school you LOVE!
 
Proud to Be Your Principal,
 
Barbara
 
Administrative Team:
Barbara Tucker, Ed.D., Principal
Jennifer Hicks, Assistant Principal (Pre-K/Kinder, 2nd and 4th Grades)
Candace Williams, Assistant Principal (1st, 3rd, and 5th Grades)





Good Luck, Lego Lions!
We would like to wish the Fort Daniel Lego League team good luck as they compete this Saturday,
December 7th at Lanier High School. They have worked hard during the summer and throughout the
school year to program robots to complete assigned missions and to solve a real world problem. Good
luck team!



 
 
Please remember to put your child's name in their jacket. We have
jackets, hats, etc. that are not claimed. These items are donated once a
month as there is a large amount of them.

The Holiday Shop is Coming Soon!! Beginning on December 9th- 14th all students will have a chance to
visit our Holiday Gift Shop. The shop allows students to experience the “Joy of Giving"! There will be
special gifts for mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, even the family dog!
Gifts are priced $0.25- $12.00 and volunteers will be on hand to help your student shop and stay on
budget. Student will be given the chance to visit the previous week to “preview” the shop and make a
wish list. Teachers will inform you of your students o�cial shopping day.
 
Volunteers are needed to help run the shop! Please sign up through the link below. Thank You!
Holiday Shop Helpers

https://s.smore.com/u/0200e9fa04eb524bf278f2fd9c3b7118.jpg
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094DAFAE2EA1FA7-holiday1


Join us on Saturday, December 14th, from 9:00-11:30 for freshly �ipped pancakes by Dr. Tucker and
special guests! Enjoy a delicious hot cocoa as you write a letter to Santa, and don't forget to bring your
cameras for that special picture with the big man himself!
*Tickets are $6 per child (under 3 and parents are free) *Don’t forget to shop at Rudolphs Silent
Auction!

From the Media Center
Earn a free ticket to Six Flags! 
 
Students that read for six hours may earn a free ticket to Six Flags! The annual Read to Succeed
program has started. Your child may read anything they choose: magazines, comics, non�ction, but
this program requires it to be recreational reading. That means that any leveled books that are sent
home will not count, or anything sent home as classwork or homework. If students are self selecting
books to read for 20 minutes each night, that will count towards the six hours. There are some major
changes this year:
 
1. Reading Logs are online only - no paper copies are to be sent to school.
2. Deadline for submitted online reading logs is April 6, 2020.
 
Families will log into the website at six�ags.com/books and use the school code 5Q4MZ to register for
an account. When registering an account families will link the child's account to the teacher's name. If
you have any questions please email beth.martinez@gcpsk12.org or
melissa.gindlesperger@gcpsk12.org or call us at (678) 765-4939. Have fun reading!
 
Reading Rewards Challenge
 
During the month of November, each class competed against one other class in a head-to-head
challenge to see which class could read the most minutes. Congratulations to the following classes for
winning the challenge!
Mr. Morris
Mrs. Beatty
Mrs. Hoffman
Mrs. Sheehan
Mrs. Quatela

mailto:beth.martinez@gcpsk12.org
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Mrs. Knox
Mrs. Durbin
Mrs. Fancher
Mrs. Payne
Mrs. Pattillo
Mrs. Nash
Mrs. Brumbalow
Mrs. Middlebrooks
Mrs. Bartholomew
Mrs. Wilkins

Click the following link to view the calendar:
 

2020-21 GCPS Calendar 

Kindergarten:
ELA: I can explain the differences between �ction and non-�ction texts.
Math: I can use the counting on strategy to answer the question "How many more?". 
1st Grade: 
ELA: I can compare two texts on the same topic by telling how they are alike and different.
Math: I can explain how properties of addition and subtraction work. 
2nd Grade: 
ELA: I can ask and answer questions such as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text.
Math: I can identify number sentences with an unknown using addition and subtraction within 100 to
solve one and two step word problems involving lengths in the same unit. 
3rd Grade: 
ELA: I can ask and answer questions about informational or literary text.
Math: I can use multiple strategies to determine addition and multiplication patterns within a problem.
4th Grade: 
ELA: I can explain how signi�cant differences between poems, dramas, and prose affect meaning,
referring to complex structural elements.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16H1T5sGRBlnjzUnPtgiC0wy3VoZGxTH5/view?usp=sharing


Math: I can solve problems with fractions. 
5th Grade: 
ELA: I can quote accurately from the text when stating what the text says explicitly and when making
inferences based on the text.
Math: I can �uently solve real world problem that require the four operations with unlike fractions. 

Community Events
Holiday Arts & Crafts Show 
 
Gwinnett County Public Library Winter Reading Challenge

Parent Portal
Gwinnett County Public Schools provides parents with a wealth of resources through the Parent
Portal. If you have not yet registered, please click the below for more information.
 

Parent Portal 

My Payments Plus is a multipurpose website we use here at Gwinnett County Public Schools. Once
you create an account, you can use the site to pay for school lunches and �eld trips or to review and
sign important documents. For help registering for an account, you can watch this quick video. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ezPtszvg9Vg-_Mllal_S6005GPHfRIB3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQy4SyWEHTjYGM_CmfyUdKpW1vgzklRG/view?usp=sharing
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/parent-info-resources/parent-portal
https://vimeo.com/345028817
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